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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — SUPPORT SERVICES FUNDING 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.00 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house calls on the McGowan Labor government to immediately increase desperately 
needed funding for family and domestic violence counselling, advocacy and support services. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.00 pm]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L. Mettam): Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing 
orders, it will need the support of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be 
required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.01 pm]: I move the motion. 
This is a very serious motion that needs the government’s urgent attention. On Monday, 22 June, I had a Zoom meeting 
with a cross-section of chief executive officers whose organisations provide family and domestic violence counselling, 
advocacy and support services across Western Australia. A huge number of people participated in the Zoom meeting. 
Today, I represent 18 organisations that provide services across Perth and regional WA. They have 22 contracts to the 
value of $5.8 million. The state government recently announced an increase in funding, but they did not get one cent for 
an equal remuneration order supplementation, which has been a big problem. This month, their contracts were extended 
for three years up to 2023 with no material increase in funding. All the providers are losing money on their contracts and 
have recently renegotiated significant service reductions for victims of domestic violence. Luckily, they did receive 
$25 000 from the federal government because of the COVID-19 issue. However, this money will not fund the contracts 
for the next three years, nor will it address the current shortfall in funding. It is important to note that Western Australia 
currently has the country’s second-highest rate of physical and sexual violence against women. This comes at a time 
when services are being drastically cut. There will be funding cuts from 1 July 2020. 
Here are some of the issues that the service provider representatives raised with me during the Zoom meeting. 
From 1 July, some programs will close because additional people cannot come on and waitlists will get longer. As 
a result of service specification changes based on 2019 data, some services will be reduced by 34 per cent despite 
a 17 per cent increase in demand over the last 12 months—and it is growing. Some organisations will cease their 
family and domestic violence group programs. There will be a reduction in the number of days that services will 
operate in various police stations, which is where they go from time to time, and support at some police stations 
will be centralised. Clients will be dealt with by phone rather than in person, therefore reducing the quality and 
increasing the workload of police. I am led to believe that the police have expressed concern about this change. 
Some service providers will close for two weeks over Christmas because they do not have the funds to pay their 
staff. Less time will be available for family and domestic violence victims, staff numbers and hours are being cut 
and the capacity of a number of services will be reduced. There will be a reduction in one-on-one support, reduced 
time with clients and staff will not be able to work with perpetrators because some perpetrator programs will close; 
others will be reducing their services. There will be less spending on training, capability-building and organisational 
sustainability. The 18 service providers told me during the Zoom meeting that this is happening right now. The 
critical time is 1 July. Obviously, it is critical up to that point because their services are already stretched, but from 
1 July, it will become even more critical. The government has advertisements on television telling victims to come 
forward, call the service providers and report family and domestic violence, but these service providers do not 
know how victims will get through to them because they do not have the capacity to take on any more people; they 
cannot help. On the one hand, the government is saying, “Report it and come out publicly. We want to know about 
it, especially during this COVID-19 period”, but on the other hand service providers are saying, “We have absolutely 
no capacity to do this.” I stress that it is not me saying this—this has come from the service providers. I am their 
voice in Parliament because the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence is not listening. 
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I will give members an example. This issue was reported in a WAtoday article on 5 June. What did the minister 
say? The article reported — 

Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence Minister Simone McGurk said the advice she had received 
was no service providers had communicated to the Department of Communities that FDV programs were 
at risk of being lost. 

Even on 5 June, service providers were saying publicly, in the media, “We are at crisis point. Services are being 
cut” but the minister said, “I know nothing. Nobody has told me anything. The Department of Communities hasn’t 
communicated anything about programs being at risk.” On 22 June, they had a meeting with me via Zoom in which 
they said, “This is still a problem. No-one’s doing anything. We now need to go to the opposition because the 
minister is not listening and the government is not listening. They do not care.” I will tell members which service 
providers I am talking about to provide some context. They are Anglicare WA, Centrecare, Desert Blue Connect, 
Community Focus National Limited, Koolkuna Women’s Refuge, Mission Australia, the Nintirri Centre, the 
Ngaanyatjarra Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Women’s Council, One Tree Community Services, Ovis, the 
Patricia Giles Centre, Pilbara Community Legal Services, Relationships Australia Western Australia, Share and Care 
Community Services, South Coastal Health and Community Service, Starick, Waratah Support Centre and Women’s 
Health and Family Services. These 18 service providers are in crisis. The people who use these services are not 
getting the service they require because they do not have the funding. They have been doing their own fundraising 
to try to provide services. The government continues to force them to cut their service at a time when the rhetoric 
is all about capacity building and delivering more. This is happening; this is the crisis that the sector is putting on 
the table during the COVID-19 crisis when, for the first time in the state’s history, we have a Minister for Prevention 
of Family and Domestic Violence. Let us not talk about the Western Australian Council of Social Service state 
budget submission, which was scathing of the government and the capacity it is providing to the whole sector. It 
is unbelievable that Labor Party members support this sort of attitude and behaviour. People like the member for 
Bunbury get up and make wonderful speeches, but this is what is happening, member for Bunbury, and you, too, 
can have a Zoom meeting with these people. I have listed the service providers. Why does the member for Bunbury 
not help them? Why does he not force his government to help them? Where are all the backbenchers who keep 
saying that the Labor Party is there for social issues and helping people who are down and out? They are nowhere. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [12.09 pm]: I, too, rise to contribute to this 
motion. We all know that when COVID-19 hit, the incidence of family and domestic violence skyrocketed. The 
number of calls to service providers and to police has increased significantly. Family and domestic violence is 
definitely a bigger problem in the community now than it was pre COVID-19. 

In response to that, the federal government has provided $25 000 grants for family and domestic violence support 
services. However, the state government has not responded in any way, shape or form to the tune that the sector 
needs. It is very disappointing to hear that in the sector’s negotiations with the government around the continuation 
of contracts to provide much needed family and domestic violence support services, the funding from the government 
is not keeping pace with what it is costing those organisations to deliver their services, and, as a result, their services 
will be cut. These are real people. The sector has told us that from 1 July, over 1 200 women, children and men 
who experience or perpetrate family and domestic violence will no longer receive critical frontline FDV services as 
a consequence of the negotiation of new service contracts with insufficient funding. That is what the sector is saying. 
This is appalling. This is a reflection of the Premier’s priority. The Premier’s priority is to make sure that he delivers 
a budget surplus. That is at the expense of the 1 200 women, children and men, and perpetrators of domestic violence. 

We all know the impact of family and domestic violence on women and children. We know that children who are 
raised in a household in which they experience violence on a daily basis have a traumatised brain. That affects 
their ability to achieve at school, to make friends, and to function in society. If they do not receive the services that 
they need, that has an impact at every phase of their lives, right into adulthood. 

We know also that Western Australia has the second highest rate of violence against women and children in this 
country. The government should be increasing funding at a more rapid rate. The government should not be 
renegotiating contracts in such a way that these 18 service providers will have to cut back their services to women 
and children who are in harm’s way. These services will have to close for two weeks over Christmas because of 
their lack of funding. Christmas is when family and domestic violence becomes a very significant issue. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Forty-five families will not receive the support they need, unless the government steps in and 
provides adequate and appropriate funding in the next budget round in October. That is what we will be looking for. 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [12.12 pm]: I am 
obviously keen to make sure that the record is very clear. I do not think there can be any mistaking of the commitment 
of the Labor Party as a team before we came to office, and since we have come to government, to elevate the need 
to address domestic violence as a state government, and to work in partnership with not only the community, but 
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also businesses, the community services sector, and the like. We took a comprehensive policy to the last election. 
That included having a dedicated minister for family and domestic violence, in acknowledgement that this issue 
covers a range of different portfolios, whether that be police, justice, child protection, mental health and health. Those 
issues need to be coordinated, and that is what we have been able to do, not only by having a dedicated minister, 
but also by having a commitment by the Premier to make sure that this issue is addressed. 

I have made it very clear when I have spoken about this issue publicly that we have prioritised the implementation 
of our election commitments. The work that we have been doing over the last three and a half years speaks for 
itself. We committed at the election that we would provide just over $20 million of new funding. In fact, we have 
committed over $53 million of new funding to combat family and domestic violence. 

I was interested to hear the Leader of the Opposition say that this state has the second highest rate of domestic 
violence in the country. That is an expression that I have used often, because I found it shocking when I heard it. 
When we have been speaking about something long enough, we always know that it has been effective when people 
start to say it back to us. I also remember sitting on that side of the chamber in opposition and asking the then 
Minister for Police; Women’s Interests a question about domestic violence, and she said it was not her portfolio and 
she was not across the detail. We know that the now opposition has an appalling record in dealing with this issue. 
I cannot believe the gall of the member for Carine — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Member for Carine, the minister is responding to your motion for 
the suspension of standing orders. Please let her respond. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I cannot believe the gall of the member for Carine in raising these issues. Not once in the last 
18 months has he raised the issue of domestic violence. 
I will go through what this government has implemented with our $53 million of new funding for family and domestic 
violence. Two additional women’s refuges are now being built—one in Peel and one in Kwinana. The women’s refuge 
in Peel will take a therapeutic approach. I look forward to opening those refuges towards the end of the year. We have 
also made specific regional responses, with extra money for Allambee Counselling in the Peel region, and two new crisis 
and transitional accommodation services in Collie. Funding has been provided for culturally appropriate services for the 
culturally and linguistically diverse community, as well as Aboriginal victims of domestic violence. An additional 
Breathing Space facility has been established for male perpetrators, run by Communicare. Two new family and domestic 
violence one-stop hubs are being built—one in Kalgoorlie and one in Mirrabooka. We have put significant new money 
into financial counselling. I spoke in the chamber this week about the financial toolbox. We have joined Our Watch, 
the national organisation for prevention, something that the previous government resisted doing. We have established 
respectful relationships training in schools. I listed some of those schools yesterday in private members’ business. 
A range of primary schools and high schools are tackling this issue, and we are giving them the resources to do it. 
We have also made significant changes at our policing level, with a new code of practice for the WA Police Force, 
family and domestic violence training, and a specialised investigation unit. We have also expanded the use of 
electronic monitoring by the courts as a bail or release condition. One of the law reforms that we have expedited 
in our COVID-19 response is that victims of domestic violence are now able to apply for a restraining order online 
through community service organisations and legal centres. 
We have also established Pets in Crisis, because we know that one reason that women or other victims of domestic 
violence may decide not to leave the relationship is concern about, or threats to, their pets. That service has been 
very popular. 
I am particularly proud of the residential law reform that the government has undertaken. I would like to give 
thanks and credit to the Attorney General, whom I partnered with in that work, and also to the then Minister for 
Commerce, Hon Bill Johnston, for his work on the Residential Tenancies Act. It was particularly heartening in 
that reform to see the endorsement by the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia and community organisations, 
which understood that if we are to tackle domestic violence, it needs to be a collective effort and a joint approach. 
The Family Violence Legislation Reform Bill 2019 is the most comprehensive piece of law reform that this state 
has seen. That bill has passed this lower house and will now be considered in the other place—hopefully, this 
afternoon. I welcome the early indications of support for that bill in the other place. That bill will introduce, for 
the first time in this state, two standalone offences—a specific offence for suffocation and strangulation, and an 
offence of persistent family violence. That picks up on a particular under-appreciation of domestic violence, which 
may sometimes be low level and so normalised in a relationship that people cannot recall the detail and may 
therefore fail to establish that offence in court. That has been very welcomed by the sector. The bill also introduces 
a serial family violence offender declaration, which will ensure that if a person has committed a high level of 
offences, law enforcement agencies will be able to be notified because of the nature of their offences. We picked 
up a Law Reform Commission report from 2014. The Liberal Party had two and a half to three years when it was 
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in government to adopt those Law Reform Commission recommendations, but it did nothing. It did very, very 
little in this whole area while it was in government. That is why it makes me angry to hear the member for Carine 
say—he had to read from a list of service providers because he did not know who they were — 
Several members interjected. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: He has never been out to those refuges. He would not know who they were. I would like to — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: You don’t care; you just don’t care. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I do not care; is that right? I do not care about these services; is that right? 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you for the first time. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: When we launched our election campaign in 2016 — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: You name them! 
Ms S.F. McGURK: Do not lecture me, member! 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you for the second time. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you for the third time. 
Ms C.M. Rowe: Listen! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, listen. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: The member for Carine might do well to listen to some of this. I am very proud of the 
engagement we have had with the sector since being in opposition. I know about the good engagement that many 
members throughout the chamber, but particularly on our side of the chamber, have had with domestic violence 
refuges and women’s services throughout the state for many years. I stood with the then shadow Attorney General 
and the then Leader of the Opposition, the now Premier, and Angela Hartwig of the Women’s Council for Domestic 
and Family Violence Services to launch our policy in late 2016 and early 2017. Angela Hartwig, the CEO of the 
Women’s Council was unequivocal in her endorsement of our policy. The Premier might remember this. She said — 

I urge the community to get behind this policy because it’s the best we’ve seen in Western Australia in 
its history. 

When asked about the Family Violence Legislation Reform Bill 2019 before this house, Angela Hartwig again 
was unequivocal in her support of this government’s efforts and commitment to reform. She said — 

“The Women’s Council truly believes that this bill provides transformational change.  
… 
“The types of things within the Bill are exactly what we’ve been working for, for over 40 years. Our 
membership will be delighted to see the Bill get up in Western Australia because we will be leading the 
nation. And rightly so, we have a great State Government here who’s committed to doing that.” 

In fact, member for Carine, if the sector was so scathing of my and this government’s commitment, why would 
I have got a letter from Alison Evans of the Women’s Community Health Network on 16 June this year regarding 
sexual violence and a number of other issues? 
Several members interjected. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: She said — 

… we would like to thank you for your steadfast leadership in the areas of domestic and family violence 
and women’s interests. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr S.J. Price) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (16) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr S.K. L’Estrange Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Dr M.D. Nahan Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
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Noes (36) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

Mr K.M. O’Donnell Mr P. Papalia 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Y. Mubarakai 

Question thus negatived. 
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